Flint River Watershed Coalition
Board of Directors Meeting

DATE:  Friday, November 18th, 2005

Minutes

Attendance:  Darren Bagley, Linda Berker, Harry Blecker, Ken Elwert, Olof Karlstrom, Sue Kubik, Marian Listwak, Jack Minore, Brent Nickola, Fred Townsend, Edie Westhoff, Dennis Zicha
Not in Attendance:  Bob Carlyon, Bill Daniels, Amanda Kurzman, Bob McAllister, Roxy Moreno, Dennis Zawol

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 8:35 am by Chair, Olof  Karlstrom.
Approval of the Minutes:  It was moved by Sue Kubic and supported by Darren Bagley to approve the minutes of the October Board meeting.  One correction was made:  The word ‘sasaki’ is misspelled under item VI.A.4.  One update was provided:  The charrette of December 8th was cancelled.  The motion was passed to approve the minutes with the correction.
Chairman’s Comments:  The Chair congratulated the Lapeer Committee, noting Ken Elwert and Marian Listwak for their outstanding work on clearing the river and for sponsoring an outstanding canoe rally on October 22.  

Olof also noted that discussion was continuing on the role of the Watershed Coalition with the Flint River Corridor Alliance. He indicated that the role of the two organizations will depend somewhat on the disposition of the Ruth Mott grant.
The Chair noted the questions posed by the Executive Director regarding the anticipated Flint City water plant issue, and asked for comments and discussion.  The Board took no position, and the discussion centered around the direction of the Coalition in terms of the role of education vs. advocacy on issues related to the river.  That discussion was referred to the Strategic Planning exercise and committee.

Executive Director’s Report:  The Executive Director’s report was submitted in writing.   Discussion ensued about the Executive Director’s letter regarding the gravel mining in Metamora Twp (Lapeer County).  The Board expressed approval.

Jack covered the MI-Corps Conference that he and Darren Bagley had attended.  There were 80 to 90 participants at the conference, comprised principally of lake monitoring rather than river monitoring individuals.

Finance Report:  The Finance Report for the period ending October 31, 2005 was distributed.  There were no corrections.  
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Approval of the Budget:  Dual Budgets were submitted.  One Budget reflected proposed revenues/expenses IF the Ruth Mott grant is approved.  The second proposal was based on revenues/expenses absent the Mott grant. Darren Bagley motioned and Ken Elwert seconded to approve the 2006 Budget as submitted by the Finance Committee.  This motion carried.

Committee Reports:  None

Announcements:  There will be no December Board Meeting.  The Annual Meeting is scheduled for the evening of January 26th.  The arrangements are still to be finalized.  Ken Elwert announced that there will be no Lapeer Committee meetings in January or February 2006.  Hopefully this will help increase the attendance of Lapeer residents at the Annual Meeting.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 am.  The Strategic Planning Exercises were scheduled to begin at 9:30 am after a brief coffee break. 

