GREEN

Advisory Board Meeting
January 11, 2006
AGENDA/MINUTES
1. Minutes review
2. Sampling Site Assignments
Sampling sites were distributed with generally 2 sites per teacher.  One is on a tributary of the Flint River and one is on the main branch of the Flint River.  Some of these sites are new to the project and others are old sites.  Some of the schools will be asked to move to new sites.  There was some discussion about the time frame in monitoring two sites and whether the mentors would be available for all day.  Bill will ask teachers if they would take on two sites and if not would they begin to monitor the tributary leading into the Flint River.
3. GREEN materials order --

Safety kits – Jack will work on getting these for schools
Field Test Kits and Accessories –
The proposed order for kits was presented.  There should be 3 e-coli kits per 3 sections but it appears that 1 kit would be sufficient for all of a teachers sections.  The gloves will allow the teachers to have 50 pair of nitrile gloves per section and that should be sufficient.

Accessories that will be needed would be for the Macroinvertebrate sampling.  Each teacher wanting to carry out the macroinvertebrate sampling would need two pair of waders and two life jackets.  The nets that they need will be available from existing FRWC supplies.

Books - It was decided that resource books for teachers will not be necessary once we produce a teacher manual.
 Aerial Photos – Darren will make available aerial photos of the sampling sites once these sites are agreed to by the teachers.
4. Teacher Resource Manual – Darren’s manual was distributed and discussed.  Changes were suggested.  Darren will add the changes.
5. Teacher Resource Content Information – 
Information will be added to the teacher’s resource packet/manual to include the following:

A. Benthic Monitoring
B. What is a Watershed
C. Building an Environmental Report Card
D. WQI index and what it means.  Make some templates.

E. Land Use  -- Dragonfly Pond

F. Watershed Planning
G. Site Assessment
6. Professional Development for Test Protocols –
February 22 and February 28, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. at MSU Extension office on Pasadena Avenue.

We will offer one PD sessions for GREEN teachers with two dates.  The two dates are a session repeat to see if we can attract more teachers.  This will be for all teachers whether new or experienced.  Protocol practice will be presented at the conclusion of the session roughly from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  The new manual and resources will be the focus of the 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. sessions.
Agenda

4:00 
Icebreaker utilizing the manual and team introductions

4:15
Dragonfly Pond

4:45
Team planning with break

5:00 
WQI Index Discussion with template introduction

5:15
Building Environmental Report Card

5:45
Dinner

6:00
Water Tests (This is expected for new teachers and optional but encouraged for

 
experienced GREEN teachers.)

Benthic Monitoring PD will be offered to GREEN teachers in conjunction with the FRWC Benthic training on April 22. ---This does occur after the first week of GREEN Monitoring.
7. Earth Force annual GM report

Earth Force is planning to include Genesee GREEN in the annual report.  They will include something about our testing and Student Summit.

8. Next meeting
February 14, 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

FYI:
Advisory Board Meeting: February 14, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
PD – All GREEN Teachers, February 22 and February 28.

PD – Benthic Monitoring Training, April 22

Testing Window – April 17 – April 28, 2006.  April 22 is Earth Day.

Student Summit – Week of May 15
