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STRATEGIC PLAN FOR RESTORING NAVIGATION/HABITAT IMPROVEMENT ON THE FLINT RIVER - PHASE I

Background

Water quality for Michigan streams is protected by State and Federal laws for specific designated uses.  These laws protects for multiple use of a river system and the water resource.  The protected designated uses for the Flint River are:




Aquatic life and wildlife support




Agricultural, industrial, and municipal water supply




Navigation




Partial body recreation




Total body contact recreation

During the 1970's and 80's, a number of agencies including the Lapeer County Parks Commission, Lapeer City Parks Board, Genesee County Parks Commission, MI Department of Natural Resources, and the Village of North Branch invested time and monies into the development of a canoe route.  Over 10 canoe landings were developed on the Flint River from Lapeer to Holloway Reservoir.  Although canoe landings still exist along the river, passage is severely impeded due to numerous log jams.

An option presented in the Flint River Assessment (MDNR, Fisheries) states:


"Restore continuous flow and navigation of the lower South Branch and North 


 Branch Flint rivers through removal of logjams.  Develop a strategic plan and 


 organize a team of professionals and volunteers to use removal techniques that 



 protect and improve existing fish habitat.  Use video equipment for training on 


 similar habitat improvement efforts."

Project Objective - Phase I (2004-2005)
In cooperation with, and under guidance of MDNR, Fisheries Division, the Flint River Watershed Coalition endeavors to restore canoe navigation, to the extent possible under law, and improve fisheries habitat for the river reach extending from Annrook Park in Lapeer to the Norway Lake Road landing.

Phase I of this project will deal with stream obstructions that can be cleared manually with the use of hand tools (hand saws, chain saws etc…).  No MDEQ permit is necessary if landowner permission is granted and work is done by hand.  Larger stream obstructions requiring heavy equipment and Part 301 permits will be addressed as Phase II of this project at a later date.  Stream obstruction removal processes will incorporate management practices consistent with methods endorsed by the American Fisheries Society and MDNR Fisheries.  Stream obstruction removal will be minimized to protect the value trees serve as instream habitat for aquatic life and for bank stabilization.  Material removed will be repositioned in the stream, anchored if necessary, so as not to act as a navigation hazard or removed and disposed of in a proper and mutually agreed upon (with land owner) manner.

Action Items

Job 1:  
Assemble a list of volunteers skilled and able to participate in stream obstruction 


removal.

Job 2:  
Have all volunteers sign FRWC Hold Harmless Agreement.

Job 3:  
Compose a list/map of potential stream obstruction removal sites for Phase I and 

Phase II.  Designate a project leader for each site.

Job 4:  
Project leader schedules on-site inspection with MDNR Fisheries Biologist and 


Landowner and completes the Land Owner Agreement identifying the scope of 


the project and tentative project date.

Job 5:  
Project leader assembles crew, equipment, and confirms project date with 


landowner.

Job 6:  
Perform stream obstruction removal.

Job 7:  
Project leader assigns person to send thank you notification.

Job 8:  
Compile photos of project for future presentations.

Job 9:  
Develop a Phase II strategy for large obstruction removals.

Job 10:
 Develop a Maintenance Strategy for the future.

Volunteers skilled and able to participate in the FRWC stream obstruction removal project.

	Name
	Phone
	Participatory Skills 
	Equipment (saws, waders boats, winches etc.)  

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


LAND OWNER AGREEMENT 


As landowner of this property, I grant permission to the Flint River Watershed Coalition to clear stream obstructions in the manner described below.


I recognize the value to me of the stream obstruction removal and therefore, I promise to hold the agents, employees, and volunteers of the FRWC harmless for any liability for any damages or injury associated with the stream obstruction removal.
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______________________________________________

__________               _____
       

_____________________________


___________________________________


________________________________________________________________





Landowner signature:__________________________        ________________





Address:_________________________________________________________





Phone:______________________________Date:________________________





	Notes:

                                                                                                                            Number persons needed:  _______

Project Coordinator:  ________________________________                                          Phase I  □    Phase II   □  


FLINT RIVER WATERSHED COALITION RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND HOLD 

HARMLESS AGREEMENT

I, the undersigned, wish to participate as a volunteer to aid the Flint River Watershed Coalition with stream obstruction removal and habitat improvement along various tributaries of the Flint River.  


I am aware of the fact that this work is an inherently dangerous activity which may result in personal injury and destruction of my clothing and other personal property.


I, nevertheless, wish to act as a volunteer for the Flint River Watershed Coalition and I release the Flint River Watershed Coalition, its directors, officers, and other volunteers from all liability for damages or injury to myself or my personal property associated with the stream obstruction removal and habitat improvement and I promise to hold the agents, employees, volunteers, directors, and agents of the Flint River Watershed Coalition harmless from any liability for any damages or injury associated with the stream obstruction removal and habitat improvements.

	Name
	Address
	Name and phone of person to contact in case of emergency
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