FRWC Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
September 22, 2000

 

Attendance: Darren Bagley-MSU Extension Genesee County, Linda Berker-Sierra Club, Jennifer Bigelow-General Motors, Jay Blair-Natural Resource Conservation Service, Bob Carlyon-City of Flint Water Plant, Stef Diana-Mott Community College, Dorothy Gonzales-Genesee County Health Department, Howard Gray-Lapeer County Health Department, Rita Jack-Center for Applied Environmental Research, Olaf Karlstrum-Attorney, Brent Lewis-Ketterin University, Jeff Mansour-U of M Flint, Larry Petrella-Pheasants Forever, Fred Townsend-Genesee Audubon Society, Bill Welch-Genesee Intermediate School District

Not in attendance: Dan Emerton-UAW 599, John Freeman-Vietnam Veterans of America, Jeff Houston-Genesee County Drain Commissioner, Dave Lossing-Carl Levin's Office, Amy McMillan-Genesee County Parks and Recreation, U of M Flint-Bob Podolsky, Mary Wines-citizen

I. Introductions: The minutes of the June 30, 2000 FRWC Board of Directors meetings were not distributed, so they will need to be approved at the November 17th, 2000 meeting.

II. New Board Members: Jeff Mansour moved that Darren Bagley be accepted as secretary, Rita Jack replace Richard Hill-Rowley as the CAER representative to the board, and Misti Frenzke's resignation. Linda Berker seconded. Motion passed

III. Progress on Work Plan
A. Grant Proposals
1. Watershed Planning: The board recognized all the excellent work that Rita Jack has done on behalf the FRWC for the project 319 watershed planning grant for Swartz Creek. This watershed plan will provide municipalities and other organizations within the Swartz Creek sub-watershed to get access to Clean Michigan Initiative (CMI) dollars to conduct education and build structures to reduce non-point source pollution (ask Darren at bagleyda@msu.edu if this doesn't make sense). The proposed start date for the planning process is April 2001. In the future we plan on identifying a rural watershed (probably in Lapeer County) for the next round of watershed planning. The approval of funding for this rural project is dependent on the success of the Swartz Creek planning process. Rita Jack will bring the entire grant proposal to the next meeting so the stakeholders on the Board of Directors can see how they fit in.
2. Clean-up: The FRWC got retroactively funded for the river cleanup that was conducted in May 2000. This money will be used for next year's cleanup.
3. Water Quality Monitoring: Jay Blair submitted a water quality monitoring grant so the FRWC can continue its benthic macroinvertebrate sampling, but the request was denied. This was probably because we were previously funded
B. Public Relations/Membership
1. We officially have 501(c)3 status. Thanks to Jay Blair for making this possible. We are a non-profit, but not a foundation. Ask a lawyer if you care to know the difference, because I don't understand it.
2. Jay Blair presented the financial report.
3. Jeff Mansour brought up the fact that we need dollars to hire a staff person to perform some of the work of the FRWC. Many ideas were discussed to improve membership and acquire financial resources., including a membership drive, an Earth Day event, a sock hop, and more. Olaf Karlstrum said to get dollars we need a budget and suggested that the discussion be moved to an Executive Board meeting. That meeting will be held on Friday, October 13th, 2000 to discuss and write up a budget. After the Executive Board meeting will be a Membership Committee meeting to discuss fundraising/membership drive events. Location to be announced
C. Internet issues
1. We now have the domain name www.flintriver.org registered.
2. If anyone wants updates to the web page, send it to mmalone@umich.edu in electronic format.
D. By-Laws Update/Organizational Restructuring
1. The FRWC Board of Directors will officially begin there terms on January 1, 2001. At that time, Stef Diana will take over as chair, and new officers will be elected. Half of the board will be given a one-year term, and half will be given a two-year term at that time.
2. Sometime after January 1st, 2001 we will hold our annual membership meeting.

IV. New Business/Announcements
A. On December 1st, 2000 the FRWC will host a seminar to educate local Drain Commissioners, DPW directors, and other policy makers on the Tollgate Stormwater Project being conducted in Lansing by the Ingham County Drain Commissioner, Pat Lindemann.
B. The Genesee County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day is Saturday, October 7th, 2000. It will be held at the Water Service Center in Flint from 10-4, and at Davison and Swartz Creek High School from 10-2. Please take any oil, oil-based paints, pesticides, batteries, or other chemicals you may have in your home to any of those sites.
C. Bike rides on the Flint River Trail meet every Sunday at the Farmers' Market. 

