FRWC Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
July 20, 2001

 

Directors in attendance: Darren Bagley-MSU Extension Genesee County, Linda Berker-Sierra Club, Jay Blair-Natural Resource Conservation Service, Dan Emerton-UAW 599, Howard Gray-Lapeer County Health Department, Dorothy Gonzales-Genesee County Health Department, Olof Karlstrom-Attorney, Jeff Mansour-U of M Flint, Jack Minore-Michigan 49th District Representative, Fred Townsend-Genesee Audubon Society, Bill Welch-Genesee Intermediate School District
Directors not in attendance: Jennifer Bigelow-General Motors, Bob Carlyon-City of Flint Water Plant, Deb Cherry-citizen, John Freeman-Vietnam Veterans of America #175, Stef Diana-Mott Community College, Rita Jack-Center for Applied Environmental Research, Brent Lewis-Kettering University, Roxy Moreno-Genesee County Parks and Recreation, Larry Petrella-Pheasants Forever, Robert Podolsky-U Of M Flint, Mary Wines-citizen, Jeff Wright-Genesee County Drain Commissioner

Others in attendance: Marian Listwak-Sierra Club, Stacey Fejes-General Motors(for Jennifer Bigelow), Jim Gerth-Genesee County Drain Commisssioner's Office, Christina Slater-NRCS

I. Jeff's Resignation:
A. Jeff Mansour originally took the Vice-Chair position until a new Vice-Chair could be appointed. Jack Minore moved that we accept Jeff Mansour's resignation; Fred Townsend seconded; motion passed.

B. Howard Gray moved that we accept Dorothy Gonzales as the new Vice-Chair to fill the duration of Jeff Mansour's term; Fred Townsend seconded; motion passed.

II. Introductions and approval of minutes:
A. Olaf corrected the minutes of the May 18th, 2001 meeting that we received 22 shares of General Motors stock instead of 25 and coorected the spelling of Jeff Knecht's name. Darren Bagley moved to approve the corrected minutes; Jeff Mansour seconded; motion passed.

III. Treasurers report: 
FLINT RIVER WATERSHED COALITION
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
April 5, 2001

 

DATE ITEM DEBIT CREDIT BALANCE

11/30/99 RC&D $1000.00 $1,000.00
12/17/99 $ 600.00 $1,600.00
12/28/99 checks $ 12.25 $1,587.75
01/31/00 $1,587.75
02/14/00 River $1,089.00 $ 498.75
Cleanup
meals
03/31/00 $ 498.75
04/28/00 $ 498.75
05/22/00 Dues $ 890.00 $1,388.75
05/26/00 Dues $ 384.60 $1,773.35
06/30/00 River $ 875.00
Cleanup
Meals
Dues $ 290.00 $1,188.35
07/31/00 $1,188.35
08/05/00 Dues $ 100.00 $1,288.35
08/10/00 Michigan $ 20.00 
08/11/00 IRS $ 500.00 
08/31/00 $ 768.35
09/22/00 Dues $ 140.00 $ 908.35
10/20/00 River $ 831.50
Cleanup
Grant
10/27/00 Stream $ 43.27 $1,696.58
Monitor
11/30/00 $1,696.58
12/01/00 Dues $ 200.00 $1,896.58
01/04/01 Stream $ 851.50 
Monitor
Dues
01/31/01 $2,748.08
02/05/01 Michigan $ 20.00 
02/16/01 Dues $ 400.00 
02/28/01 $3,128.08
04/20/01 Stream $ 34.00 $3,094.08
Monitor
04/20/01 Dues $ 265.00 $3,359.08
05/16/01 Stream $ 197.10 $3,161.98
Monitor 
05/25/01 River $ 140.00 $3,301.98
Cleanup
Promotion

06/22/01 River $ 132.00 $3,169.98
Cleanup $ 101.76 $3,068.22
2001 $ 70.00 $2,998.22
07/06/01 River $ 642.50 $3,640.72
Cleanup
Promotion
Grant
07/06/01 GM Stock $ 88.00 $3,728.72
22 shares
dividends 

Olaf Karlstrom moved to approve the Treasurer's Report; Bill Welch seconded; motion passed

IV. Dates for your calendar
A. Board Meetings: September 21st, November 16th

B. Executive Committee Meetings: August 17th, October 19th

C. Environmental Quality: Immediately following all Board Meetings

V. Business Plan Progress
A. Olaf Karlstrom and Dorothy Gonzales will meet Tuesday afternoon(July 24th, 2001) with a business planner to discuss the role and content of the business plan and its cost. We need this business plan so we can approach funders with concrete information on the organization and its goals. This plan will hopefully allow us access to funding to acquire a part time executive director. If anyone has spent time on duties that an executive director might do, email that information to Olof Karlstrom.

VI. Watershed Task Force
A. The task force is setting up meetings with other watershed organizations. Darren Bagley, Harry Blecker, and Howard Gray are going to meet with the Huron River Watershed Council. Dorothy Gonzales will meet with Rouge River group.

VII. Membership Committee Information Gathering
Dorothy Gonzales passed out a sheet for everyone to comment on ways to attract members. She will compile the data gathered and collect it at the next meeting.

VIII. Raising awareness of the watershed
A. Local Officials-Darren Bagley has prepared a slide presentation for the local townships. Jack Minore had a legislative breakfast with township officials and many said they were interested in a watershed presentation. Jack Minore offered to do the opening for the presentation at local townships. It would also be good to have local constiuents present at the meeting.

IX. Benthic Monitoring
A. There will be a reception for volunteers at For-mar Arboretum either Spetember 12th or 13th. Gary Kohlhepp from DEQ who first introduced us to the program and possibly Dr. Pace will present. It would be helpful to have a volunteer, intern, or work study student to coordinate the program.

X. Committee Reports
A. Finance-the Finance Committee is pursuing the business plan, and will probably be meeting on Fridays. Jay Blair will email the listserv with that information.

B. Beautification/Cleanup-the cleanup participants included over 160 volunteers. Numbers were up at both the Holloway and Lapeer sites, but down at th eVietnam Vets Park site. There will be a post-cleanup meeting next month. Dorothty Gonzales will notify everyone over the listerv.

C. Publicity/Public Relations-Dorothy Gonzales will be helping with presentations to local government and service clubs.

D. Education Committee-The education committee has determined resources to provided to schools in the watershed to help teachers meet the Michigan Curriculum standards set by Michigan Department of Education. They will distribute information to teachers.

E. Environmental Quality-The held a forum with Dr. Soderstrum, on "Toxics and Your Children's Health", which was not well attended. They are looking for options to expand the monitoring program beyond benthic monitoring.

XI. New Business
A. HHW Collection and Mercury Thermometer Exchange- Dan Emerton stated he has not heard any more information on the Mercury Thermometer Exchange presented by DEQ. Darren Bagley would email some information he has received. Dan Emerton also brought up the idea that the FRWC be the fiduciary for the Genesee County Household Hazardous Waste Collection. The board had a number of concerns about taking this on, including liability, possible costs we might have to take on, whose responsibility it would be if the current HHW Consortium no longer does the work, and would the program be expanded to Lapeer County. The board suggest that Dan Harrett meet with the Executive Board at its next meeting. As part of this discussion, Linda Berker mentioned that the FRWC should have insurance to cover the board for the consequences of the decisions that the board makes. She said she would look into getting a few quotes of this type of insurance for our next meeting.

B. Canoe Trip- Jeff Mansour is planning a canoe trip the first Saturday of every month. The first one will be August 4th in Columbiaville.

C. Dorothy Gonzales is going to check Insty-Print for printing our membership brochures.

D. Sierra Club will have a booth at Lapeer Days on August 17-19-19

E. The Genesee County Fair will have FRWC information displayed in the MSUE tent August 13-19.

XII. Adjournment-Everyone motioned, seconded and approved to adjourn the meeting. The next meeting is at the Genesee Room of the Prahl University Center at Mott Community College at 8:30 am on Friday, September 21st. 

