Flint River Watershed Coalition
Board of Directors
Wednesday, June 16, 1999
Meeting Minutes, 5:40 p.m.


I. Acceptance of minutes:
Meeting of April 28, 1999 with comment made to correct spelling of Jennifer Felmlee's name.
  

II. Round Table Introductions:
Board Members Present: Richard Hill-Rowley, Jeff Mansour, Darren Bagley, Stephanie Diana, Robert Podolsky, Suzanne Lossing, David Lossing, Linda Berker.
Guests: Sara Lajavic of U of M-Flint and Jennifer Felmlee of General Motors.
 

III. Discussion of Flint River Clean-up Project

Darren Bagley discussed the clean-up and mentioned the number of people involved-smaller sites may have had 12 participants while larger sites had hundreds. Darren discussed reporting finding a leaking barrel to MDEQ, in addition to finding large amounts of debris at all sites. The Lapeer Site was thought to have worked particularly well

Suggestions were made to write a report to request grant funding to support expanded clean-ups in the future. The committees involved with the project were to have a follow-up meeting. It was recommended there was a need to plan farther ahead to ask the community for suggested sites.
         

It was noted there was not a great deal of follow-up in the press; members plan to have more coverage under the auspices of the Flint River Watershed Coalition combination of clean-up and water quality monitoring projects. Related to publicity, Jay Blair announced he has $500 to spend, Darren Bagley said he
         would advise members.

IV. Discussion of Flint River Water Quality Monitoring Project

HR outlined the Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Project currently in operation through the Center for Applied Environmental Research at U of M-Flint. Proposal was accepted in February, volunteer training took place in May with actual site work done by various volunteer groups both June 5 and June 12, 1999 involving habitat assessment and organism collection on 14 stream segments in the Flint River Watershed. Sites were selected on tributaries as close to the main channel as practical as well as sites on the main channel. Flushing site was negated by the sewage outflow in the month of June. 

Michael J. Thorpe, news anchor for a local television station, was a member of the team assessing one of the main channel sites. The project was featured both on local network broadcasts throughout the weekend and PBS programming. Both the extent of coverage of the monitoring and the content of the reports were considered excellent, FIR thought this was a successful first attempt; the project is to continue with a second testing in the fall, with an expansion of the number of sites involved, in particular, upstream sites. Gary Kohlhepp, the MDEQ liaison, suggests looking at "problem" sites. Logistically it was thought to have worked well, given the limitations present.
       

 According to HR, data collected is in computer form and it is hoped to be tied into Genesee GREEN data which is not as localized and involves both chemical and organism data. Data will be made available to the public via the coalition's web page.

V. Group Discussion of other events in the watershed
       

Discussion of Flint River Sewage Spill
Jeff Mansour relayed information that David Ready, City of Flint Administrator, was irritated that the press was not painting an accurate picture of the crisis management of the spill, saying County Health and other officials were on the scene quickly. 

Members of the Board questioned whether there is an emergency response team, Jeff indicated there is as well as a formal emergency response mechanism.
       

The question was raised as to whether the group should contact city and/or county officials review the need to document this policy in the event of an environmental catastrophe.
       

The suggestion was made to hold a forum between the city and publics to discuss procedures, inviting all jurisdictions: city, county and township levels.
      

 Darren Bagley and Jeff Mansour will contact the Disaster Preparedness Board President and follow up with the concerns expressed by board members.

VI. Old Business 

Jay Blair discussed the grant available to 5OI(c) RC & D programs. 

VI. New Business
a. Dave Albert submitted his resignation from the Board. His promotion within Citizens Bank no longer allows him the time to spend on the Board. However, he does still have an interest in participating in coalition projects.
         b. Rob Podolsky announced his 1-year research leave in Finland. Linda Berker motioned to suspend the Board policy dealing with meeting attendance so that Rob may remain on the Board w/a leave. Sue Lossing seconded the motion. The motion was adopted.
         c. HR discussed recent efforts related to Urban Sprawl describing the Myron Orfield study in Saginaw under Cris Doby. The Flint portion of the study was not funded due to the perceived lack of public support, but organizations are willing to accept a resubmission of the proposal. HR discussed the formation ofa Steering Committee to discuss issues and support a new request to the Mott Foundation to bring Orfield in. The Community Foundation also expressed interest. The tentative date for the initial Steering Committee meeting is June 30, 1999.
        d. Stephanie Diana discussed the opening of FIA exhibition dealing with the Great Lakes "the Power of Water" on July 3, 1999. She viewed it as an opportunity to tie in with another organization. Suzanne Lossing volunteered to follow up on the mailing to Coalition members announcing the exhibition.
        e. HR also discussed the Clean Michigan Initiative, which requires the formulation of watershed management plans. HR discussed the need to come up with a targeted watershed. The deadline for the grant application is in February 2000. There is no regular meeting of the appropriate Coalition subcommittee until September 9, however a meeting could be convened if necessary.

VII. Meeting Adjournment

The next Board meeting was scheduled for Thursday, August 19, 1999.
        

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 7:30 p.m. by Jeff Mansour, seconded by David Lossing. 

