FRWC Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
November 17, 2000

 

Directors in attendance: Darren Bagley-MSU Extension Genesee County, Linda Berker-Sierra Club, Jay Blair-Natural Resource Conservation Service, Stef Diana-Mott Community College, John Freeman-Vietnam Veterans of America #175, Dorothy Gonzales-Genesee County Health Department, Jeff Mansour-U of M Flint, Larry Petrella-Pheasants Forever, Robert Podolsky-U Of M Flint, Fred Townsend-Genesee Audubon Society
Directors not in attendance: Jennifer Bigelow-General Motors, Bob Carlyon-City of Flint Water Plant, Dan Emerton-UAW 599, Howard Gray-Lapeer County Health Department, Jeff Houston-Genesee County Drain Commissioner, Rita Jack-Center for Applied Environmental Research, Olaf Karlstrum-Attorney, Brent Lewis-Kettering University, Dave Lossing-Carl Levin's Office, Amy McMillan-Genesee County Parks and Recreation, Bill Welch-Genesee Intermediate School District, Mary Wines-citizen

Others in attendance: Joe Leonardi-DNR Fisheries
I. Introductions: The minutes of the June 30, 2000 FRWC Board of Directors meetings were still not distributed, so they will need to be approved at the January 20th, 2001 meeting. The minutes of the September 25th, 2000 meeting were approved. Motion by Darren Bagley, second by Linda Berker.

II. Progress on Work Plan:

A. Funding Opportunities
1. Jeff Mansour spoke with Olaf Karlstrum about funding opportunities with the Community Foundation
2. Dorothy Gonzales spoke with some Judy Schultz of the United Way about getting the FRWC listed in their flyer as an organization where individuals could designate their donation. On the last Sunday in February, the Flint Journal posts an application. In order to be eligible, we need to get a license to from the state attorney general, be a 501(c)3, and apply to each employer. Dorothy has generously volunteered to lead this effort.

3. Funding is important because we need secretrial support. CAER and Rita Jack cannot continue to support the FRWC without additional funding. We currently cannot afford to pay a staff person. Bob Podolsky stated he would look into getting a work study or intern student to help out with FRWC activities.

4. Jeff Mansour and Jay Blair will work to get out a letter to all members of the FRWC to remind them about our 501(c)3 status and to think about us during tax time.

B. Drain Commissioners Event
1. On December 1st, 2000, the FRWC is sponsoring an educational event on the Tollgate Stormwater Retention Project. Dorothy Gonzales has handled the promotion, and Linda Berker has gathered the speakers. If you have any material to bring or set up, take it to the U of M Flint Kiva by noon on December 1st.

C. January Annual Meeting
1. The Annual Membership Meeting will take place at 10:00am at For-Mar on January 20th, 2000. The meeting will have an introduction by Jeff Mansour, then a brief slide show by Darren Bagley, then the elections. The general membership will then eat pizza while the Board of Directors have their first meeting of the year.

2. Every member of the Board of Directors will donate $10 for pizza. Jeff Mansour will make arrangements for the pizza, including herbivore, carnivore, and omnivore options. Darren Bagley will bring coffee, two coffee pots, cream & sugar. Stef Diana will bring cocoa. Jay Blair will bring cups. Dorothy Gonzales will bring pop.

III. Committee Reports/Announcements
A. Web Page-Jeff Mansour after stepping down as chair, will work on the web page.

B. Genesee GREEN-There will be a meeting on Wednesday, December 13th from 4-6pm on Genesee GREEN and how teachers can get involved.

C. Monitoring-The dates for spring monitoring are April 28th and May 4th (hope that works for Rita Jack)

D. Earth Day-An Earth Day Event is taking place on April 21st at Mott Community College. Contact Sue Lossing for more information.

E. Flint River Bike Trail-Genesee County Parks and Recreation is applying for a T-21 grant to connect Carpenter Road to Stepping Stone Falls and then to Bluebell Beach. With the City of Flint's Grant to connect the trail from the water plant to Carpenter Road, it will make a 17 mile round trip. Genesee County Parks and Recreation is looking for letters of support. For more information, contact Stef Diana.

F. Pheasants Forever-Pheasants Forever is working with NRCS to put native grass filter strips along county drains.

G. Financial Report-The FRWC bank account had a beginning balance in October of $908.35 and an ending balance of $1696.58. The only expense was $43.27 to Rita Jack for monitoring supplies. 

