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Cover photos:
These photos are from the activities during our Tenth Anniversary celebration in the fall. The photo on the

left is a group canoeing in Lapeer County, and the photo on the right is in Flint Township. Both photos
were taken during the popular FRWC Tenth Anniversary, Canoe Ral | y " .
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About the Flint River Watershed Coalition

The Flint River Watershed Coalition represents concerned citizens, local government,
business interests, educational institutions, and others who feel strongly that the Flint
River and its tributaries are a vital resource that needs to be protected, preserved and
improved. While our offices are located in Flint, Michigan, our area of focus covers the
entire Flint River drainage basin including parts of Genesee, Lapeer, Oakland,
Shiawassee, Saginaw, Tuscola and Sanilac counties. We are involved in local
stakeholder education and advocacy efforts, and are engaged in state and federal issues
that have a direct influence on our local water quality.

The Coalition was first convened in the fall of 1997 and was incorporated as a 501(c) 3
organization in August of 1998. In March of 2002, the first part-time executive director
was hired, greatly increasing the capacity and efficiency of the organization. In
November of 2005, the Ruth Mott Foundation generously awarded a general operations
grant to the Coalition which allowed for the expansion of staffing, programming, and
planning for future growth and sustainability.

Currently, we are engaged in a variety of educational and advocacy programs throughout
the nearly 1400 square mile Flint River Watershed. As we continue to grow our
membership and volunteer base, we hope to be recognized by all as the voice that speaks
for the River and its watershed.
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2007 Board of Directors

Executive Committee

S. Olof Karlstrom Attorney
Board Chairman
Amanda Kurzman General Motors Corporation
Board Vice - Chair
Harry Blecker Grand Valley State University
Board Treasurer
Bill Welch Genesee Intermediate School District
Board Secretary, Genesee GREEN Chair
Darren Bagley MSU Extension, Genesee County

Immediate Past Chair, Education Committee Chair

Committee Leadership

Linda Berker Sierra Club 7 Nepessing Group
Policy Committee Chair

Bob Carlyon Rowe, Inc.
Finance Committee Chair

Sue Kubic Genesee County Drain Office
River Cleanup Coordinator

Jack Minore
Governance Committee Chair, Friends of the Flint River Trail

Brent Nickola University of Michigan-Flint CAER
Strategic Planning Committee Chair

Diane Peplinski Burlington Township Clerk
Lapeer Committee Chair

Dennis Zicha Citizen Representative

River Monitoring Chair

Directors
Rebecca Fedewa Citizen Representative
Brad Hill City of Flint
Robert McAllister Kettering University
Sara McDonnell University of Michigani Flint CAER
Roxanne Moreno Genesee County Parks & Recreation
Dennis Zawol Citizen Representative
Dennis Zicha United States Air Force T Retired
FRWC Staff

Steve Montle Executive Director

Edythe Westhoff Business Manager
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Report from the Executive Director

| am happy to announce that as the Watershed Coalition moves forward from 2007, we
will, for the first time, be guided by a comprehensive, organization wide, strategic plan
and articulated strategic direction. While a tremendous amount of time and resources
went into the planning activities, | feel that the outcome is well worth our effort.

Broadly stated, the Coalition will be guided by three primary goals over the next five
years. First, we plan to increase public understanding of the Flint River and advance the
river as a valuable cultural, recreational, and economic resource. Second, we plan to
engage local citizens in active watershed stewardship activities. Finally, we will seek to
restore the health of the Flint River through active watershed planning and project
implementation.

In practice, we hope these goals will allow us a greater focus on growing the element that
has proven most successful over the years: an engaged and active grassroots membership
and community of water stewards. As we seek to build a more effective movement, we
intend to build strong local chapters and peer-to-peer groups to act as a voice for the river
in their respective communities. We also hope that these local leaders will help us
diversify our base or support and grow new leadershipf or t he Coal i ti onds f

In closing, | would like to thank all of the members and volunteers who have given so
much of their time and energy to build this organization over the last ten years. While
issues and projects may come and go, the commitment to protecting, preserving, and
improving our water resources has remained a constant.

If we are able to keep these lofty goals in our hearts, and build on the many lessons
learned, | am confident that the Flint River Watershed Coalition will continue to grow
long into the future.

Stephen L. Montle
Executive Director
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Lapeer Committee

In March 2007, the Lapeer Committee of the Flint River Watershed Coalition, in

corporation with the Rotary Club of Lapeer, were honored by the Michigan Department

of Natur al Resources with the DNROs APartnert
to protect, preserve, and improve the Flint River Watershed. This award is given to local

organizations and individuals who are partnering with the DNR to advance conservation

work around the state.

The award specifically celebrates the partnership and hard work that has gone into the
stream obstruction removal project on the South Branch of the Flint River.

“The Flint River Wat er s befdape€ shewlustiati on and

rolling up your sleeves and pitching in to make an important resource usable

again for recreational purposes is vital to an areas quality of life. State

government cannot do it alone, and we need active partners like these two groups

to spur on conservation work in areas tha
-- DNR Director Rebecca Humphries

Between 2003 and 2006, the FRWC Lapeer Committee, Lapeer Rotary Club, and DNR
Fisheries Division worked to clear in excess of 17 miles of river including the removal of
over 100 logjams. In 2007 the project was completed, making the entire canoe route
from Rotary Park in Lapeer, to Holloway Reservoir at Columbiaville, navigable with the
exception of several properties where land owner permission was denied.

= 4 = S .
- - Representatives from FRWC and Lapeer Rotary accepting
the Partners in Conservation Award
from DNR Director Rebecca Humphries.
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Genesee GREEN

In its eighteenth year of operation, Genesee GREEN was a great success in 2007. This
y e a r 0 middla sclpdl themical monitoring and environmental awareness program
was conducted in 19 school districts and 25 different schools across the watershed.
Through Genesee GREEN, students are given extensive classroom instruction pertaining
to water quality issues and chemical monitoring procedures. They are then given the
opportunity to apply this knowledge through field experiments on their local streams and
rivers.

In addition to the student testing, teachers are provided with two opportunities for
professional development and training in GREEN procedures. One training opportunity
is available for new participants and focuses on the basics of chemical field testing while
the second training session focuses on quality control and quality data management.

Additionally, our annual GREEN Summit was held May 12th, at Mott Community

Coll egebdbs Regional Technol ogy eCtaerfindangs,

from their chemical monitoring activities. Students also participated in a variety of
breakout sessions relating to water protection and preservation conducted by
professionals in the field.
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Benthic Monitoring

There was a great deal of success with the semi-annual stream monitoring program in
2007. We were especially pleased with the number of first time monitors who trained for
the exercise, and then actually took to the riverbank to conduct monitoring at one or more
of our sites in Genesee and Lapeer counties.

During the spring monitoring season, there were eleven volunteers who participated for

the first ti me. I n the fall, there were th
these newcomers! We believe that they found the experience rewarding and will join us
in the future. | n a d dédd interestiand deddcationlexdibitédn e wb i e s €&

by all our seasoned volunteers is deeply appreciated and is what makes this ongoing
project possible. The efforts of our volunteers DO make a difference!

A few brief highlights from the spring program:

e 20 of 30 total sites were sampled (67%), fourteen in Genesee County and
six in Lapeer County
40 volunteers participated, 11 for the first time

e Monitoring took place over two days
Only one site was scheduled but not completed due to volunteer conflicts

For the 20 sites sampled in the spring, the overall stream quality rating (Poor, Fair,
Good, Excellent) improved at three locations and declined for six streams. 11 locations
remained the same as the spring of 2006.

Results of the fall program:

e 21 of our 30 total sites were sampled (70%), 14 in Genesee County, Six in
Lapeer County, and one in Saginaw County

e 53 volunteers participated, 13 for the first time

e There were four days of monitoring, with the Genesee County sites
covered in two days, and the Lapeer County sites covered over four days

e 1 site was scheduled but not completed

e 11 people attended training on September 13

For the 21 sites sampled, the overall stream quality rating improved at two locations and
declined for four streams. It is interesting to note that the numerical score increased for
11 of the 15 locations with the same rating as last fall.

As always, monitoring results are forwarded to the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality, Surface Water Quality Division. In addition, a cumulative
tabulation of monitoring results for each site since 1999 is on the FRWC website at
www.flintriver.org.
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River Cleanup

With perfect weather on May 12" our coordinators, community volunteers, local
businesses and organizations managed to achieve some remarkable results this year.
There were a total of 293 volunteers i an impressive increase of 47 percent over 2006.
Collectively, these individuals gathered 413 bags of trash from the riverbank, amounting
to over 5 tons of material. In addition, several large, unsightly, and potentially dangerous
items were hauled away from our watershed. These included 13 tires, 3 bikes, a bike
frame, 1 snowmobile, a copy machine, shopping cart, carpet, a couch, a radiator, 1 metal
safe, and over 1.5 tons of steel!

Seven sites were cleared in Lapeer and Genesee counties. We were happy to add a new
site with over 60 volunteers on the Flint campus of the Michigan School for the Deaf.

Special thanksto the individuals who organized the cleanup activity, served as site
coordinators on the day of the event, provided site assistance, donated food, or facilitated
the use of public facilities.

Thank you to all of the individuals and businesses who donated their time, expertise, and
funding in support of the 2007 Flint River Cleanup. The navigability of the river, and the
value of this resource to our communities is improved so much when individuals and
groups work together to make this happen.
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Friends of the Flint River Trail

The Friends of the Flint River Trail had Sunday rides every Sunday May through October

T and Thursday evening rides June through September. The Thursday rides grew in

popularity this year, and will be a fixture in the future. The Sunday rides, as always,

were the mainstay rides and attismetoked new r
whom have been riding on Sundays for ten years. With the exception of a couple of very

rainy Sundays, we had at least one new rider every single week! In all, there were 1018

total riders on the Sunday rides and 270 on Thursdays. While many of the Sunday folks

were frequent riders, there were 332 different riders throughout the year. Perhaps most

impressive, we had riders from 37 different zip codes throughout the year.

In addition, the Friends led rides on six Saturdays on other trails within about an hour
drive from Flint. These rides proved more popular than ever, averaging about 23 riders
per trip T nearly double the number of a year ago. They have also become a staple of the
Friends rides. Much of the success of the Friends organization is because of the
dedication and leadership of our founding and long-time leader, Stephany Diana.

As successful as the rides were on the Flint River Trail, the real story this year is what
has been happening in Genesee County and across Michigan. Almost simultaneously,
the Genesee Regional Trail Council and the Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance
(MTGA) were developing trail systems to connect and coordinate trail planning in the
county and the state.

The MTGA released its development plan looking at a state-wide system of connected
trail s and bi ke rout es. I t 6s an ambi t i
<connectingmichigan.org>. And just a few weeks later, under the capable leadership of
the Genesee County Planning Commission, the Genesee Regional Trail Plan was
revealed: you can see that plan by going to Genesee County Michigan T then

Transportation Department and scroll down to the regional trail plan.

Both plans demonstrate the increasing popularity of trails, of cycling, and of the value of

trails in recreation, health, transportation and economic development. Since we i as

Friends of the Flint River Trail T have been promoting these values for ten plus years; we

are especially proud to see them come to fruition. Of course a plan is only as good as its
implementationi and i tdéds great to see both the count
implement their respective plans.
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Our 10™ Anniversary Celebration
In 2007, the Coalition celebrated the 10" anniversary of its founding with a
month long program of fundraising and events. In addition to the over
$20,000 raised for the future of our organization, we were able to enjoy the
company of over 200 participants from across the watershed who joined us
in celebrations on the river that included canoe trips in Flushing and Lapeer,
educational walks in Flint and Flushing, dinner on the Genesee Bell, a bike
ride on the Flint River Trail, and more.

A special thank you to our 10" Anniversary Sponsors.

Voice of the River - $10,000
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Pike Sponsors - $1,000
Genesee County Parks and Recreation
S. Olof Karlstrom and Olivia Maynard
McLaren Regional Medical Center
Ghassan and Manal Saab
University of Michigan i Flint
The Whiting Foundation
Jeff Wright, Genesee County Drain Commissioner
Walleye Sponsors - $500
Anna Paulina Foundation T A.J. Koegel
Community Foundation of Greater Flint
Genesee Regional Chamber of Commerce
Ruth Mott Foundation
Paul and Jan Wenstrom
Bass Sponsors - $250
Rebecca Fedewa and Nathan Murphy
Deron Hackney and Lubna Jones
HealthPlus of Michigan
Steve and Roseanne Heddy
Hurley Medical Center
Jim Kettler
Jack Minore
Rowe Incorporated
Blue Gill Sponsors - $100
Suzan Berker
Carriage Town Historic Neighborhood Association
Clif Company
City of Flint
Dr. Jack Kay and Mrs. Ruth Kay
Congressman Dale E. Kildee
James and Elizabeth Lund
Trojan Development Co., Inc.
Individual Contributors

Nancy Dillingham Kevin Keane
Lewis Driskell John Lindholm
Mary Joan Dunlap Bob McAllister
Arthur and Bess Hurand Patsy Lou Williamson
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Grants

The following individuals and organizations are the major sources of grants and financial
support for the operations and projects of the Flint River Watershed Coalition. Without
the generosity of these foundations and businesses, we would not be able to carry out the
FRWC mission.

We look forward to a continued good relationship with our supporters in 2008.

Grant Source Program Supported
CS Mott Matching Gifts Program River Cleanup
CTE Engineers, Inc. River Cleanup
Genesee County Drain Commi ss GeneseeGREEN and River Monitoring
Genesee County Parks and Recreation River Rides
GM Community Impact Team Genesee GREEN
GM Volunteer PLU$ Employee Volunteer Program Operations
Great Lakes United Operations
Greater Flint Health Coalition River Rides
Ruth Mott Foundation Operations
University of Michigan-Flint Operations
Wade Trim, Inc. River Cleanup
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Financial Highlights

Assets, Liabilities and Fund Equity 1 December 31. 2007

Cash -- Merrill Lynch
CD's - Merrill Lynch
CD Accrued Interest
Cash -- Citizens Bank

Total Assets

Total Liabilities
Funds Allocated
i Genesee GREEN

Project and Committees

Operations Funds
Funds Received in Dec. 07, for 2008
Funds from 2007 operations

Total Liabilities/Fund Equity

$ 7,533.04
$ 113,845.89
$ 508.65
753.58
$122,641.16
$ 17,464.76
7,737.44
53,655.00
43,783.96
$122,641.16

Revenues and Expenses for the Calendar Year 2007

Interest, Dividends, Treasuries

Grants i Operations
Grants i Projects
Tenth Anniversary
Membership
Fundraising and Events
Miscellaneous

Total Revenue

Net Salaries & Fringe Benefits
FRWC Projects

General Operations
Newsletter

Miscellaneous

Total Expenses

Net Income for 2007

Fund Balance Carried From 2006
Plus Revenues for 2007
Less Expenses for 2007

Net Income (Funds Carried to 2008)

$ 2,504.81

64,925.00
31,728.93
21,550.00
9,715.00
4,658.00
137.99

$ 135,219.73

26,829.84
22,549.55
4171.73
93.22

$ 92,385.62

$ 79,807.05
135,219.73
(92,385.62)

$ 122,641.16
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Membership

The Flint River Watershed Coalition is a grass roots organization that depends on its
membership for financial and volunteer support. As you can see from the chart below,
significant progress has been made in increasing our membership base.

There are seven levels of membership available. Please contact any one of our Board
members or staff if you are interested in membership or volunteer opportunities with the
Coalition. Also, to the right of this page is a membership brochure and form. Please feel
free to detach this and give it to an individual or business that may be interested in joining

the FRWC.

FRWC MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
Student................. $10.00 per year
Individual .............. $25.00 per year
Family or Group .. ...... . $40.00 per year

River Sponsor . ... ...
River Patron........
Watershed Protector . .
Watershed Patron . . . .

$100.00 per year
$250.00 per year
$500.00 per year
$1,000.00 per year

MEMBERSHIP GROWTH: 2004 17 2007

December 31, 2004 December 31, 2005 December 31, 2006 December 31, 2007
Member N,\ljg]nt:ﬁre?f Total Dollars N“;IJg?:gég Total Dollars ’\,\I/Tg?:;érgf Total Dollars ’\,lvlljg?r?;ég Total Dollars
Type
Student 0 $ - 26 $ 165.00 5 $  50.00 3 $  40.00
Individual 14 $ 385.00 48 $ 1,170.00 76 $ 1,845.00 70 $ 1,755.00
Family /Group 27 $1,019.00 29 $ 1,230.00 100 $ 2,680.00 73 $ 1,685.00
River Sponsor 22 $ 2,170.00 19 $ 1,900.00 48 $ 4,020.00 51 $ 4,170.00
River Patron 2 $ 500.00 3 $  750.00 11 $ 2,800.00 11 $ 2,250.00
Watershed
Protector 0 $ 1 $ 500.00 1 $ 500.00 0 $
Watershed
Patron 1 $ 1,000.00 1 $ 1,000.00 2 $ 2,000.00 3 $ 4,500.00
Tenth 37 Na
Anniversary
TOTAL 66 $5,074.00 127 $6,715.00 243 $13,895.00 248 $14,400.00
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Attached is a membership brochure and application. Please feel free to detach this and pass it to
a friend or business colleague who may be interested in joining the Flint River Watershed
Coalition.
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Partnering to Protect, Preserve and Improve
the Flint River Watershed

FLINT RIVER
WATERSHED COALITION

432 North Saginaw Street, Suite 1001,
Flint, Ml 48502

We hope that this Annual Report was interesting and informative. If there are individuals
to whom you would like a copy to be sent, please let us know.

Check our website,
www.flintriver.org,
to find more information about the FRWC or to get a link to other environmental items of interest.
To speak to the staff of FRWC, call our offices at 810-767-6490
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